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SUBJECT: AHRAM EDITOR ATTACKS PLO LEADERSHIP 

REF: CAIRO 6450 

SUMMARY. MAJOR AHRAM EDITORIAL CASTIGATES PLO LEADER- 
SHIP AND ALLEGIANCE TO CERTAIN CAPITALS "THROUGH WEAK- 
NESS OR INDIFFERENCE". HOWEVER, EDITORIAL AVOIDS 
GOING FURTHER THAN SADAT HAS PREVIOUSLY. INDICATIONS 
ARE GOE WISHES TO AVOID FINAL BREAK WITH PLO. END 
SUMMARY. 
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1 . AHRAM MARCH 3 CARRIES FRONT-PAGE EDITORIAL BY 
ACTING CHIEF EDITOR (REPLACING THE LATE YUSUF SIBAI) 

ALI HAMDI AL-GAMMAL ENTITLED "WE AND THE PLO". NOTING 
THAT "TIME HAS COME TO CAST OBJECTIVE LOOK AT OUR 
RELATIONS WITH PLO OR, MORE PRECISELY, WITH SELF-STYLED 
LEADERS OF PLO", GAMMAL LAYS OUT HISTORICAL RECORD OF 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


CONTINUED GOE SUPPORT FOR PLO AND CONCLUDES: "PLO 
LEADERS SHOULD ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY FOR THEIR MISTAKES 
AND REALIZE THAT THEIR ALLEGIANCE TO CERTAIN CAPITALS 
IS IN SHARP CONTRAST WITH THEIR ALLEGIANCE TO 
PALESTINIAN CAUSE AND TO PALESTINIAN PEOPLE WHOM THEY 
CLAIM TO REPRESENT". 

2. GAMMAL RECALLS HOW. SINCE OCTOBER 1973 WAR, SYRIAN 
AND IRAQI BAATH, SOVIETS, AND COLONEL QADHAFI HAVE FOUGHT 
FOR DOMINATION OF PLO AND CLAIMS THAT "THROUGH WEAKNESS 
OR INDIFFERENCE", PLO LEADERSHIP IOINED IN CHARGES THAT 
EGYPT HAD SOLD OUT ARAB CAUSE AFTER FIRST AND SECOND DIS- 
ENGAGEMENT AGREEMENTS IN SINAI. PLO LEADERSHIP MISTOOK 
GOE SILENCE AT "SUCH MEANNESS" AS WEAKNESS, NEVER 
REALIZING THAT EGYPT SIMPLY "TOO BIG TO CARE". PLO 
LEADERSHIP SIMILARLY FATTED TO UNDERSTAND SADAT’S PEACE 
INITIATIVE, FEIGNING IGNORANCE OF FACT THAT SADAT SERVING 
OBIECTIVES OF PALESTINIAN PEOPLE. "ARAFAT NOW CLAIMS 
THAT EGYPT SEEKS TO RELIEVE ITSELF OF PALESTINIAN BURDEN, 
BUT SUCH TALK IS MERE HALLUCINATION AND REAL BURDEN IS 
THAT OF PALESTINIAN LEADERSHIP ON PALESTINIAN CAUSE AND ON 
FUTURE OF PALESTINIAN PEOPLE." 

3. COMMENT: GAMMAL EDITORIAL, DOUBTLESS OFFICIALLY 
INSPIRED. IS YET ANOTHER SALVO IN POST-CYPRUS MEDIA 
BLITZ ATTACKING PLO LEADERSHIP. HOWEVER, GAMMAL BROAD- 
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SIDE CAREFULLY GOES NO FARTHER THAN SADAT'S NOVEMBER 29 
PEOPLES ASSEMBLY SPEECH CRITICIZING "CABARET REVOLU- 
TIONARIES": THERE NO HINT OF EITHER ALTERNATE PALESTINIAN 
LEADERSHIP TO PLO OR ALTERNATIVE LEADERSHIP WITHIN PLO. 
GAMMAL GIVES NO INDICATION AS TO HOW EGYPT SUPPOSED TO 
CONVINCE PLO LEADERSHIP TO MEND ITS WAYS, NOTING SIMPLY 
THAT "EGYPT CONSIDERS ITSELF FULLY RESPONSIBLE FOR 
PALESTINIAN CAUSE AND WILL NOT RELINQUISH THAT DUTY". 
THERE NO MENTION OF LEGISLATIVE STEPS TAKEN TO ABOLISH 
PALESTINIAN PRIVILEGES IN EGYPT AND DAILIES HAVE BEEN 
SILENT ON THIS SUBJECT SINCE ORIGINAL SALIM ANNOUNCEMENT 
(REFTEL). GAMMAL EDITORIAL, AND GENERAL PRESS TREATMENT 
OF PALESTINIAN QUESTION, GIVES IMPRESSION THAT GOE SEEKING 
TO AVOID FINAL BREAK WITH PLO AT CURRENT STAGE. FOR 
EXAMPLE, SADAT. IN INTERVIEW WITH NBC APPEARING IN LOCAL 
DAILIES MARCH 3. HOLDS PLO RESPONSIBLE FOR SIBAI ASSASSINA- 
TION, SINCE ALL FEDAYEEN ORGANIZATIONS BELONG TO PLO. 

BUT IS CAREFUL TO DENY THAT PLO PARTICIPATED AT LARNACA 
SHOOT-OUT, NOTING PM SALIM REPORTED TWO DAYS PREVIOUSLY 
THAT "NO PALESTINIAN TOOK ANY PART” IN ACTION AGAINST 
COMMANDOS. GIVEN HIGHLY AMBIGUOUS NATURE OF LARNACA 
SHOOT-OUT, SADAT COULD EASILY HAVE SEIZED ON REPORTS OF 
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PLO COMPLICITY IN PURSUIT OF HIS CAMPAIGN AGAINST PLO 
LEADERSHIP. INSTEAD, HE PASSED UP OPPORTUNITY. EILTS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, POLITICAL LEADERS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 03 mar 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978CAIR007002 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780099-0002 
Format: TEL 
From: CAIRO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 978/newtext/tl 978031 1 1/aaaadqiv.tel 

Line Count: 118 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: d7bbbab9-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 CAIRO 6450 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3132880 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: AHRAM EDITOR ATTACKS PLO LEADERSHIP 
TAGS: PEPR, EG, XF, PLO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/d7bbbab9-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



